
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of Earby Town Council 

Tuesday 4th January 2022 

The Parish Rooms, Victoria Road, Earby 

 

Minutes 

 

1. Welcome 

 

Chairman Cllr Tennant formally opened the meeting at 7:37pm and welcomed all 

present. 

 

2. Attendance, Apologies and Non-Attendance 

 

The attendance of Cllrs C. Tennant, V. Cocker and J. Myers was noted as were 

apologies from C. Carter, A. Carter, and S. Hartley. 

 

3. Councillor Vacancies 

 

The Town Clerk informed Council that there had been no request from the public to 

hold an election in response to the recent notice of casual vacancies on the council. 

There had been one interested and eligible candidate who was in attendance, Mrs A. 

Inman. 

 

Council resolved to co-opt Mrs Inman as a member (Proposed CT, 2nd JM), 

documentation was duly signed, and Cllr Inman joined the council in the East Ward 

vacancy. Five casual vacancies remain on the West Ward. 

 

4. Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr C. Tennant declared a personal, non-pecuniary interest in relation to a payment 

to his employer, and Cllr V. Cocker declared a refund for a payment to a service 

provider. 

 

5. Public Participation 

 

There was no public participation at his meeting.  
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6. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 

It was resolved to accept and approve the minutes of the meeting of Monday 29th 

November 2021 as an accurate record. (Proposed JM, 2nd CT) 

 

7. Exclusion of the Public and Press 

 

There were no items meeting the criteria for exclusion. 

 

8. Update of ongoing issues from previous minutes 
 
The Clerk provided a brief update on the following issues: 
 
1. Pendle Borough Council have committed to providing a response prior to the next 

meeting (31st January) regarding the further information requested on the 
Transfer of Land & Facilities. 

2. A new office printer had been purchased and installed in accordance with the 
previous resolution made by council. 

3. The Chairman identified that enquiries were continuing in relation to 
commissioning work to create a course screen for debris causing flooding in 
Birley Playing Fields. 

4. Environmental Services, Pendle Borough Council had provided quotes for 
rectifying the remaining two medium risk issues identified in the recent ROSPA 
reports, all other matters had been attended to promptly and the team had been 
thanked. 

5. The recent resolution to consolidate the bank and building society accounts into a 
single banking organisation with online facilities will result in council finances 
being managed solely with Virgin Money, our account having transferred there 
from Yorkshire Bank recently. 

6. The request to add Birley Playing Fields to the Public Spaces Protection Orders 
already under review has been made as resolved. 

7. The annual rent payable for the Pendle & Craven Croquet Club has been 
received in full. 
 

9. Allotments 

 

9.1. The Town Clerk provided the Council with an update that 43 residents were on the 

waiting list for the 88 plots being managed across five Earby sites. This year’s 

invoices were sent paperless by email with just a handful by post. There remained 

two outstanding payments of this year’s invoices which were being pursued.  

 

10. Parish Room Surgeries 

 

Despite the desire to resume surgeries in the New Year every 2nd Saturday of the 

month between 10am and noon. Council resolved to postpone this until April due to 

the steep rise in Omicron cases locally. The position will be kept under review. 

 

In the meantime, the Earby Town Council office is staffed on Wednesday and 

Thursday mornings for enquires with the Town Clerk. Contact can be made to 

mobile, answerphone or by email as shown above outside of this period. 
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11. Police business 

 

There were no items of note. 

 

12. Correspondence 

 

12.1 The Clerk informed Council of the need to review all assets for condition, 

valuation, maintenance, and repair as the most recent data available is now some 

years old. This would commence as soon as time permits, ahead of year end. 

 

12.2 The Hostel Fire Alarm needs enhancement and a quotation has been requested 

for the next meeting. 

 

12.3 It was identified that the lease for the Hostel requires renewal this year and 

council resolved that the Clerk shall consult the current tenants and liaise with legal 

representatives to progress a renewal of the lease. (Proposed CT, 2nd VC) 

 

13. Planning 

 

13.1 There were no objections regarding planning application 21/0993/FUL for the 

formation of a roof terrace at 10 Skipton Road, Earby.  

 

13.2 There were no new objections or comments offered regarding planning 

application 21/0963/REM regarding the erection of dwellings off White Leys Close. 

 

13.3 Council were of the view that the original condition of timber windows should be 

applied to the planning application 21/0957/VAR for the variation of condition 4 

(timber windows) at Deerstone House, Windlefield Farm, Earby (Proposed CT, 2nd 

VC) 

 

No responses were proposed regarding other applications considered at the meeting. 

 

14. Reports from meetings with other organisations 

 

There were no items reported. 

 

15. Parking in the Cemetery Road car park 

 

The delay in pulling together the relevant information to report to council was noted, 

as was the volume of work being progressed by the Clerk. 

 

16. Finance 

 
16.1 Council approved the payment list, as circulated. (Proposed JM, 2nd CC, 
unanimous decision). 
 
16.2 Council considered a recommendation made by Cllr Cocker to purchase a 
further two benches, in addition to the one already ordered for the Cemetery Road 



Playground. An inspection of the three benches at the location identified that all were 
in a very poor state and would benefit from being updated in the same design and at 
the same time. Council resolved to purchase and install three Jesmond benches 
made from recycled plastic at the location. 

 
17. The Poppy Appeal 
 

Cllr Cocker and her team were congratulated on raising over £5,000 for the Poppy 
Appeal this year, despite the absence of a parade and other facilities. In turn, Cllr 
Cocker thanked all that had helped her and supported the appeal, including the 
council for the use of the Parish Rooms for the annual Poppy Shop, and for their 
donation. 

 
18. Meeting Dates 

 

It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of full council will be Monday 31st 

January 2022.  

 

19. Meeting Close 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.23 hrs and thanked all those present for their 

contribution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

D. Taylor    Cllr Chris Tennant 

Town Clerk & Responsible Finance Officer    Chairman 


