
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting of Earby Town Council 

Tuesday 31st January 2022 

The Parish Rooms, Victoria Road, Earby 

 

Minutes 

 

1. Welcome 

 

The Chairman, Cllr Tennant formally opened the meeting at 7:30pm and welcomed 

all present. 

 

2. Attendance, Apologies and Non-Attendance 

 

The attendance of Cllrs C. Tennant, V. Cocker, A. Carter, S. Hartley, J. Myers and A. 

Inman was noted as were apologies from Cllr C. Carter. 

 

3. Councillor Vacancies 

 

The Town Clerk informed Council that there remain five casual vacancies on the 

West Ward following the recent notice of vacancies. Documentation for newly co-

opted Cllr Inman had been received by the Returning Officer at Pendle Borough 

Council and the website updated.  

 

One member of the public attended the meeting having expressed an interest in 

joining the council. 

 

4. Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr C. Tennant declared a personal interest in relation to Item 14, being a dog owner 

and user of the area. 

 

5. Public Participation 

 

A representative from the Pendle & Craven Croquet Club addressed the council and 

outlined the club’s aspirations going forward in relation to improvements and 

continued investment in the site. As the current lease for the location is due for 

renewal in 2023, the club sought its early renewal to ensure security of investment 

and assist in their financial planning. Council congratulated the club on its 

achievements thus far, particularly in securing the home internationals at the club 
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next year. It was a credit to its members and reflected well on the town. The 

Chairman asked the representative to formally contact the Clerk in writing to start the 

process of drafting a new lease which could then be brought before council for 

resolution.  

 

6. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 

With one amendment, at para 8.1.3 (from Victoria Clough to Birley Playing Fields), it 

was resolved to accept and approve the minutes of the meeting of Monday 4th 

January 2022 as an accurate record. (Proposed VC, 2nd JM) 

 

7. Exclusion of the Public and Press 

 

There were no items meeting the criteria for exclusion. 

 

8. Update of ongoing issues from previous minutes 
 
8.1 The Clerk provided a brief update on the following issues: 
 
8.1.1 Pendle Borough Council have responded regarding the further information 

requested on the Transfer of Land & Facilities: The request to transfer the 
Aspen Lane Green to Earby Town Council had been declined although this 
appeared to be an officer decision as opposed to a council resolution and 
would be referred again before the next meeting. Further information had 
been provided in relation to Tyseley Grove Green and consideration would be 
given to options open to council should it decide to take ownership and 
responsibility for the land. 

8.1.2 The two remaining medium risk issues identified in the recent ROSPA reports 
had now been rectified by staff at Environmental Services, Pendle Borough 
Council. 

8.1.3 All three new benches had been installed at the Cemetery Road playground, 
with plaques cleaned and refitted to the new items. 

 
9. Allotments 

 

9.1. The Town Clerk provided the Council with an update that 42 residents were on the 

waiting list for the 88 plots being managed across five Earby sites. There remained 

just one outstanding payment of this year’s invoices which was being pursued. It 

was suggested that many of those on the waiting list may have registered during 

lockdown and their circumstances had changed. The Clerk was in the process of 

recontacting all those on the waiting list to confirm their intentions.  

 

10. Parish Room Surgeries 

 

Council resolved to resume surgeries on Saturday 2nd April 2022 between 10am and 

noon. (Proposed JM, 2nd SH) 

 

In addition, Earby Town Council office is staffed on Wednesday and Thursday 

mornings for enquires with the Town Clerk. Contact can be made to mobile, 

answerphone or by email as shown above outside of this period. 
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11. Police business 

 

There were no items of note. 

 

12. Correspondence 

 

12.1 Council resolved to approve funding in line with the quotation from Keybury Fire 

& Security to enhance the Fire Alarm at the Hostel and provide telephone notification 

to the Manager of an alarm activation. This will allow the Manager, as primary 

keyholder to deal promptly with false alarms, errors and prevent unnecessary sirens 

sounding to the annoyance of neighbours. An annual monitoring provision ensures 

that the line remains active, and any downtime of connectivity is notified separately to 

the keyholder. This enhancement will not automatically call the Fire Service and is for 

keyholder purposes only as requested by the Hostel Manager. 

 

12.2 Council resolved to respond to the recent communication from the West Craven 

District Committee (WCDC) exploring revenue funding towards Northolme 

Community Centre. Cllrs Inman and Myers volunteered to lead on communication 

with interested parties and attend a meeting to be arranged by WCDC (Proposed 

VC, 2nd SH) 

 

13. Planning Applications 

 

13.1 Council resolved to communicate their objection to planning application 

21/0993/HHO for the replacement of timber windows with UPVC windows at The 

Shippon, Booth Bridge Lane, Thornton in Craven. Members considered the 

conservation setting and nature of the surrounding buildings warranted replacement 

of the windows in timber (Proposed VC, 2nd CT). 

 

No responses were proposed regarding other applications considered at the meeting. 

 

14. New Public Space Protection Order for Birley Playing Fields 

 

Council debated and resolved to propose a new Public Space Protection Order 

(PSPO) for the above area and that this is submitted to Pendle Borough Council for 

their approval following full public consultation. (This proposed PSPO reflects the 

views recently submitted by Council to Pendle BC during the public consultation on 

the renewal of the PSPO for “Sports Grounds” in Pendle).  

The key elements of the proposed PSPO are: 

14.1  That the proposed PSPO will be based on the existing PSPO for Sports 
Grounds in Pendle (pages 1-3, copy attached Appendix C) including the addition 
of the newly adopted amendment making it an offence to give a false name and 
address. 

14.2  It is proposed that all items listed in schedule 2 of the attached document are 
included for this area. 

14.3  That the proposed PSPO will allow a maximum of three dogs per walker to be 
“off lead” in all areas of this land edged in red on the attached plan, except for 
the area over the bridge and beck, shown hatched in black on the attached plan, 
where all dogs will be required to be on a lead of no more than two metres in 



length. It is also recommended that this area be covered by all items listed in 
schedule 2, and that it also be restricted to no more than three dogs per walker 
(Proposed CT, 2nd JM, unanimous decision) 

 

15. Reports from meetings with other organisations 

 

There were no items reported. 

 

16. Parking in the Cemetery Road car park 

 

The delay in pulling together the relevant information to report to council was noted, 

as was the volume of work being progressed by the Clerk. 

 

17. Finance 

 
17.1 Council approved the payment list, as circulated (Proposed VC, 2nd JM). 
 
17.2 Council considered and approved a report submitted by the Clerk 
recommending the purchase of a computer monitor (Proposed VC, 2nd AI). 
 
17.3 Council received a presentation from the RFO on the process undertaken in 
setting the Budget for the financial year 2022/23: 
 

17.3.1 Council resolved to reduce the reserve fund allocated as a Minimum 
Working Balance to £14,000 from £20,000 now that the Council’s two bank accounts 
had been consolidated into one (Proposed VC, 2nd JM).  

17.3.2 Council resolved to allocate funds the equivalent of VAT from two 
purchases earlier in the year into the Front Office Redevelopment reserve fund from 
which they were taken (Proposed CT, 2nd SH). 

17.3.3 Council resolved to add the Unallocated Reserve fund (interest 
accrued from the Skipton Building Society account) into the Elections reserve fund 
which would then be capped at the resulting amount (Proposed SH, 2nd JM).  

17.3.4 Council resolved to approve the Budget as presented for 2022/23 
(Proposed SH, 2nd JM). 

 
17.4 Council considered a recommendation from the RFO on the Precept amount 
required for the 2022/2023 financial year to enable Council to meet its service 
delivery obligations and achieve its objectives as outlined in the Budget: 
 
Council accepted the recommendation and resolved to set the 2022/23 Precept at 
£134,150.25 representing a £16,000 or 10.66% reduction on the 2021/22 financial 
year (Proposed CT, 2nd VC).  

 
18. Meeting Dates 

 

It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of full council will be Monday 28th 

February 2022.  

 

19. Meeting Close 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.13 hrs and thanked all those present for their 

contribution. 


