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Annual Meeting of Earby Town Council 

Monday 16th May 2022 

The Parish Rooms, Victoria Road, Earby 

 

MINUTES 
 

1. Welcome 

 

Councillor Tennant formally opened the meeting at 7:30pm and welcomed all 

present. 

 

2. Election of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

 

A nomination was received for Cllr Tennant for election to Chairman and a 

nomination was received for Cllr Cocker for election to Vice Chairman. Both 

councillors accepted their nominations and were voted into the positions 

unanimously. 

 

3. Attendance, Apologies and Non-Attendance 

 

The attendance of Cllrs C. Tennant, V. Cocker, S. Hartley, J. Myers, A. Inman, and J. 

Osguthorpe was noted with no apologies.  

 

4. Councillor Vacancies 

 

The Town Clerk informed Council that following the recent resignations of Cllrs A. 

Carter & C. Carter there were six casual vacancies on the council. 

 

There had been one interested and eligible candidate who was in attendance, Mrs J. 

Schollick. Council resolved to co-opt Mrs Schollick as a member (Proposed VC, 2nd 

JM), documentation was duly signed, and Cllr Schollick joined the council. 

 

5. Declarations of Interest 

 

Cllr V. Cocker declared an interest in relation to the payment list, for a 

reimbursement of spending and Cllr A. Inman declared an interest in item 15.5 as a 

tenant of the allotment site. 

 

6. Exclusion of the Public and Press 

EARBY TOWN COUNCIL 

Chairman: Chris P. Tennant 

The Parish Rooms, Victoria Road, 

Earby, Barnoldswick, Lancashire. BB18 6US 

tel: 01282 844965 mob: 07458 095374 
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There were no items meeting the criteria for exclusion. 

 

7. Public Participation 

 

Several residents were in attendance and enquired into the plans the council had in 

relation to the allotment site off Bailey Street. The Chairman updated the attendees 

that there had been a delay in obtaining a contractor and it was intended to clear the 

plots in which the hen sheds were located with the intention of updating and re-letting 

them as garden plots. This work would take 2-3 weeks to clear the debris and a mini 

digger would be involved. Enquiries would also be made into providing water to the 

site.  

 

Residents raised concerns that hedgehogs currently occupied the site and that 

burning sheds in situ was not appropriate. Concerns were also raised in relation to 

the lack of availability of parking at the site and this should be considered if future 

tenants were not from the immediate area. 

 

8. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

 

It was resolved to accept and approve the minutes of the meeting of Monday 28th 

February 2022 as an accurate record. (Proposed SH, 2nd AI) 

 

9. Council Policy 

 

It was resolved to accept all Council policies previously established and published, 
as current for the forthcoming year. (Proposed JM, 2nd AI) Individual reviews of 
policies will be conducted in this new financial year and brought before council for 
updates and amendments where necessary. 
 

10. The 2021/2022 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 

 

It was resolved to approve the accounts summary for 2021/2022 (Proposed JS, 2nd 
JM) and to approve the AGAR prepared for the year ended 31 March 2022 as a fair 
representation of the financial position of the authority (Proposed JS, 2nd JM). The 
AGAR was duly signed by the Chairman and the Town Clerk/Responsible Finance 
Officer. 
 

11. The 2021/2022 Internal Audit Report 

 

It was resolved to note the report from the internal auditor (Proposed JM, 2nd JS). 
 

12. Period for the Exercise of Public Rights 

 

Council noted the proposed period of exercise of the public right to access and 
review the council’s unaudited accounts will be Friday 1st July to Thursday 11th 
August 2022. The relevant notice will be displayed in notice boards and published to 
the council’s website on Wednesday 18th May 2022. 
 

13. The Annual Town Meeting 

https://www.earbytowncouncil.org.uk/uploads/documents/files/20220228_Minutes_a.pdf
https://www.earbytowncouncil.org.uk/uploads/documents/files/20220228_Minutes_a.pdf
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Council noted the requirement to resume Annual Town Meetings, post Covid 
restrictions, and resolved to set Monday 30th May 2022 for this public meeting at the 
Parish Rooms, where members of the public will receive a Chairman’s Report of 
council activity in the previous year and will have the opportunity to raise issues 
relating to town council services or other community matters.  
 

14. Update of ongoing issues from previous minutes 
 

The Town Clerk provided a brief update on the following issues: 
 

14.1. The Hostel lease renewal was now complete following the implementation of 
Energy Performance Certificates for both the hostel and cottage. 

14.2. The annual precept demand and VAT reclaim for Oct 21 to Mar 22 had both 
been received to account.  

14.3. Three vehicles which had been identified as using Cemetery Road car park 
whilst not roadworthy had been issued notices, removed or taxed/MOT at no 
(removal) cost to the council on this occasion. Ongoing checks would continue to 
ensure that only taxed, MOT and insured vehicles were using the council owned 
facility. 

14.4. A meeting had taken place with service providers responsible for opening, 
closing, and cleaning the public toilets following complaints from residents and 
council. Council is awaiting a formal response from the company before considering 
the next steps. 
 

15. Allotments 

 

15.1. The Rostle Top plot which had been left in a very poor state has been taken 
on by new tenants who are working hard to improve it. 

15.2. There are 47 residents currently on the waiting list and it is taking up to two 
years to accommodate tenants for any plot, longer if a specific site is sought. 
Inspection of plots to ensure that they are being used as intended will continue to 
free up underused plots across all sites. 

15.3. The Stoneybank/Bailey Street site was dealt with during public participation. 
15.4. A request has been received from a tenant seeking the reinstatement of the 

allotment competition. Councillor Inman volunteered to lead on devising an 
Allotment Competition and would give consideration to proposing an Allotment 
Committee at a future meeting. 

15.5. Council resolved to fund the hire of a skip for waste removal at the Rushton 
Avenue site to remove items left by a previous tenant(s) (Proposed JS, 2nd SH). 

 

16. Parish Room Surgeries 

 

Members of the public wishing to speak in person to a councillor can do so at the 

Parish Rooms every other Saturday at one of our surgeries. Surgeries will take place 

on the following dates, between 10am and noon: 

 

Saturday 4th & 18th June 

Saturday 2nd & 16th July 

Saturday 6th & 20th August 

Saturday 3rd & 17th September 

Saturday 1st & 15th October 

Saturday 5th & 19th November 
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December 3rd & 17th December 

 

In addition, Earby Town Council office is staffed on Wednesday and Thursday 

mornings for enquires with the Town Clerk. Contact can be made to mobile, 

answerphone or by email as shown above outside of this period. 

 

17. Police business 

 

Several incidents of criminal damage and anti-social behaviour were identified 

including fires being lit at Birley Playing Fields, street furniture and cars being 

damaged and waste bins being set alight. All had been reported to the police and the 

local policing team. The Chairman reminded attendees of the importance of all 

matters being formally reported to the police, to ensure that their allocation of 

resources is aligned to incident demand.  

 

18. Correspondence 

 

There were no items to report. 

 

19. Transfer of Assets 

19.1 Council resolved to pursue the transfer of land ownership from Pendle Borough 
Council of (a) Tyseley Grove green (Proposed CT, 2nd JS) and (b) Aspen Lane green 
(Proposed VC, 2nd JM). 

19.2 Council resolved to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to engage with solicitors 
and deal with the necessary documentation to secure the legal transfer (Proposed CT, 
2nd VC) 

20. Planning Applications 

 

No responses were proposed regarding the applications considered at the meeting. 

 

21. Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) 

 

Council considered and resolved to recommend to Pendle Borough Council, as owners 

of the above orders across the borough, that existing PSPOs relating to Earby are 
aligned with a newly proposed PSPO for Birley Playing Fields. Doing so by rescinding 
the exclusion of dogs in part 6 on schedule 4 and replacing it with a requirement for all 
dogs to be on a lead and under the control of a responsible adult (Proposed CT, 2nd JS). 

 

22. Reports from meetings with other organisations 

 

22.1 Councillor Inman provided an update from her attendance at the West Craven 
District Committee, in particular that Lancashire County Council had declined to fund 
the proposed repair/renewal of the pavements outside the shops on Victoria Road 
and that a funding contribution was being sought from the town council. Further 
details were sought; however, council were concerned that the proposed project 
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extended beyond dealing with the pavements which needed urgently addressing due 
to the trip hazard they presented. Council was of the view that the project should deal 
solely with the pavements and be expediated. 
 
22.2 The Northolme Community Centre meeting had been rescheduled and a report 
would follow at the next meeting. 
 
22.3 Representatives from Council had been unable to make the late arrangements 
for the meeting of the Master Planning and Town Development Project and sought 
the project lead to be invited to council to provide an input on progress. 
 

23. Finance 

 
23.1 Council approved the payment list, as circulated (Proposed JS, 2nd JO). 
 
23.2 Council noted the latest YTD Payments and Receipts document. 
 
23.3 Council received and noted the 2022/23 Budget Summary. 
 
23.4 Council approved the recommended adjustment to the Budget by increasing the 
amount allocated to Pellets for the Biomass Heating system from £3,000 to £5,000 
due to a 59% increase in the cost of the product (Proposed JS, 2nd VC). 
 
23.5 Council noted the introduction of bank charges to the community account. 
 
23.6 Council noted the recommended allocation of underspent funds to Earmarked 
Reserve categories. An adjustment of £2,000 was moved from the Front Office to 
Playground Equipment Replacement and it was resolved to approve the Council’s 
new Earmarked Reserves total allocation of £162,428.59 (Proposed VC, 2nd JM).  
 
23.7 Council resolved to approve a grant application for £100 from St Peter’s 
Community Gardens (Proposed SH, 2nd VC).  
 
23.8 Council considered and resolved to approve the purchase of keys and other 
essential spare parts for the town’s flood pump. (Proposed CT, 2nd SH).  
 

24. HR 
 

Council noted and resolved to approve the revised annual leave entitlement for the 
Town Clerk to 114.5 hrs in line with the NALC & SLCC guidance. (Proposed CT, 2nd 
SH).  

 
25. Meeting Dates 

 

It was noted that the next scheduled meeting of full council will be Monday 25th July 

2022 (note that the June meeting will not take place). 

 

26. Meeting Close 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 21.20 hrs and thanked all those present for their 

contribution. 


